:go   THE THIRD AND FOURTH OP DECEMBER

that took place in the street beneath him, where
many persons fell victims to the fire of the soldiery.
The infantry, quartered in sub-divisions, suddenly
fired, not only upon the men, women, and children
in the footpath, but at the windows above them, and
with sad results: volley succeeded to volley, and
it was evident that a panic had taken possession of
the soldiery. Their officers had given no commands ;
for, as Captain Jesse observes, they were quietly
smoking their cigars when the firing began.

From the reports of the agents of the Minister of
Police in the quarter of St. Denis, firing from the win-
dows took place at the commencement of the mili-
tary impulse. " Des maisons sont dcjh occitpfan jmr
Vemeute; on a tirg desfenetres" were the words trans-
mitted from the office of the Minister of Police. It
was this alarm that produced the fatal consequences,
The windows of the houses had on former occasions
been filled by insurgents who fired upon the troops,
when the soldiers suffered so severely as to be under
the necessity of watching for concealed foes, and
had been obliged to rush into a house with the
hope of dragging forth their enemies. In 1848, in
the Eue Castiglione, two soldiers were killed by
shots from the third storey of a house, whilst a lady
was quietly standing on the balcony above. The
soldiery, too, remember that, in the clays of Louis
Philippe, from a window of a house upon one of
the Boulevards, not very far from the spot where
Captain Jesse was standing, a deadly volley was
discharged, by which many military were killed ;
amongst them Marshal Mortier, as brave a soldier as
ever drew a sword for his country. It Is not to be
denied that considerable irritation existed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